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T is with the greateſt affection and concern, we 
preſent you with the following pages. It was 
yer in our mind, to publiſh any thing on the ſubject 
ww in diſpute. The letters which were ſent to Mr 
rey, were never deſigned for the eye of the public. 
it hal been ſuppoſed, he would have printed them, 
e ſubject would have been taken up in a different 
nner, and the letters made fit for the preſs. 
ſe did not think it necefſary to correct, and print 
em over again, having confidence in thoſe who 
all read them, that they will not impute the gram- 
(tical errors to us. 

The arguments on both ſides may be gathered as 
now ſtand, Every impartial reader, will be able 
judge, on which fide the truth lies. We only 
re our arguments may be brought to the law, 
| the teſtimony; and the reader form his judgment 
dingly, If Mr Grey's arguments are tried by the 
e rule, it will be eaſy to know their validity. 
de have often been repreſented as enemies to Mr. 
ley, and the intereſts of Methodiſm. But this 
ſe is exceeding unjuſt. We declare ins the Gght 
od, and before all the world, that bis memory is 
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exceeding dear to us. We are conſcious he wy 
much owned of God, and fignally bleſſed to thouſand 
in his labours. But we cannot think Mr Weſley wy 
infallible. The doctrines eſſential to ſalvation, he 
explained and inforced, with great judgment and ſu 
ceſs; and the diſcipline he eſtabliſhed in his ſocieties Wh 
is hardly to be equalled, in any denomination of chr d 
tians in the world. His plan of changing preachers (it eſſ 
frequently, has been productive of the happieſt effet bim, 
But is it reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that Mr Weſley, amid ar 
fo many excellencies, had no infirmities ? Shall be di 
conſider his determinations as ebncluſive in every thi d, 
and follow his counſel, without daring to examine Whnit t 
by the word of God? Are we enemies to this g is 
apoſtolical man, becauſe we think he held /ome net 
which are not founded on the ſcriptures; and are nd 
defirous of laying them aſide? If we were to take ergliicted | 
thing he has ſaid, and maintain it with warmth, agi hel. 
his opponents, we might be juſtly reproached, {Wlitute 
enemies to the character we wiſh to eſtabliſh. l. 
Whoever reads what Mr Weſley has publiſhed, fa ſey 
eaſily perceive, he did not always think alike, reſp this 
ing the church of England. He has ſaid many thi 
more ſevere of the clergy, than we have done in Ne are 
letters. But our opponents ſuppoſe, he did not i Metho- 
from conviction, what militates againſt their ſentimeur con 
but from the falſe repreſentations of preachers, Nies of! 
affected to the citabliſhment. L Us, w. 
The perſons, who have heard Mr Weſley's pl": the 
ſentiments on the ſubjef, are conſcious he ſpoke front reſtr 
fulneſs of his heart. If we could take Mr Wellq what | 
our maſter in every thing, againſt that word oe wit! 
Lord's, © Call no man your maſter on earth, at an. 
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ad prefer his writings, in ſome caſes, before the word 
God, our brethren would be ſatisfied When'they 
in to maintain their arguments on the ſubject in diſ- 
ate, they refer us to the writings of Mr Weſley, and 
t to the word that ſhall endure for ever. 

While Mr Weſley ruled in our Iſrael, we thought it 
r duty, to comply with his will, in many things, 
t eſſential to ſalvation. We did this out of affection 
him, as our father in the Goſpel. We have now no 
n among us to take his place, and preſide over us 
he did. The preachers were ſubject to him, as their 
xl, under the Lord Jeſus; but they will never 
mit to any man, as they formerly did to him. Our 
e is quite altered from what it was. We are now 
prove all things belonging to Methodiſm, and Hold 
that which is good. Our connection hes not 
hed the perfection which is held out to us in the 
ſpel. Several things muſt be removed, and others 
ſtituted in their place, to bring about the deſired 
l, | . 
{a few b igotted perſons, who never think for themſelves 
| this innovation, every ſenſible man will highly E 
em our conduct. 2 
Fe are not contending for a general ſeparation er 
Methodiſts from the Church, but for every per rſon 
ar community, to worſhip God, according to the 
kites of his oαn conſcience. If any who are united 
Lus, with to attend the ſervice of the Church, and 
re the Sacraments as they have done before, e 
10 reſtraint on them: they are at full liberty to 
hat privileges they pleaſe with us, and go to the 
ch without oppoſition. If any perion wt: es to 
Wat any Diſſenting Chapel, and meet with u a; 
A 3 uſuat 
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uſual, we give them full liberty to do as they think 
is right before God, Many in our Societies, cannot gy 
with a peaceable mind to the Church, for the Sacrz 
ment. They will either neglect this ſacred ordinancy, 
or go from us to the Diſſenters. All we contend for, 
13, that perſons of this determination, may have the 
Sacrament from their own preachers. We dare ng 
lord it over their conſcience, and charge them to go t 
Church: threatning, if they do not, we ſhall exy 
them from the connection. It is the cauſe of Chriſti 
kberty, and not the cauſe of a party we wiſh to mai 
tain. It is to men of reaſon, and men of religion, w 
make our ſolemn appeal. In this pamphlet, we ſha 
lay before you, the ſentiments we hold on the ſubjel 
before us; and leave it to. every man's own: judgmen 
to determine, whether we, or our brethren. who oppo 
us, are in the right. We can appeal to the pre 
fearcher of hearts, that our deſign is not to form 
party; or ſtubbornly oppoſe our friends, who do n 
think as we do, We are ſeeking to find out the trut 
| as it is in Jeſus; and when we have found it, to en 
brace it with all our heart and ſoul. 

If we are maintaining the cauſe of Chriſt, God 
dwn us; if we are advancing notions. of our ov 
God will fruſtrate our deſign. If God be for us, w 
ein be againſt us? If God be againſt us, what 1 
avail, if all the world be on our ſide ? 
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ADDRESS, &c 


T is not neceffary, to reconſider what our opponents 

| have ſaid, on the ſubject before us. "Thoſe who 

ad the letters, will fee Mr Cownley's character. 
tified, from the charges brought againſt it. They 

ill find his conduct has not been contrary to the 

riptures of truth, but highly conſiſtent with what they 
njoin. The diſtinction Mr Grey has made, between 

reaching the word, and giving the Sacrament z natus 
ally led us to examine the foundation, on which the 

ſtinction is built. Whether we have got into a ſlough 
nd bemired ourſelves, or have thown the abſurdity of 
r opponent's arguing, is left to the reader to judge, 
e ihall now proceed to the ſubject itſelf, and give 
r ſentiments on it, as briefly, as we poſſibly can. 

we believe no man is called to preach the Goſpel, 
ut who is truly converted to God. If a man have 
er ſuch a fair outward character, and be renowned 
It his morality ; if he is not eonverted; if he does not 
perience the new birth to righteouſneſs in his own 
u; he is not called of God, to preach the Goſpel, 
e articles, homilies, and the whole ſervice of the 
uch, ſuppoſe every true Miniſter, to have redemp- 
Mn the blood of Jeſus, the forgiveneſs of ſins: to 
ne the ſpirit bearing witneſs with his ſpirit that he is 
wild of God. They ſuppoſe he is living by the faith 
lie Son of God; and walking, as Chriſt alſo walked. 
mns who offer themſelves as Candidates for the 
iy, are ta have theſe two qualifications, over and 
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above their experience as chriſtians. They are to har; 
gifts to render them capable of explaining, and applying 
the ſcriptures. They are, in the ſecond place, to hate 
an inward call from God, to take on them that office 
They are to be moved by the Holy Ghoſt, to preach the 
word. 
The New Teſtament is expreſs on this ſubjed, 
After the day of Pentecoſt, every perſon who ws 
employed in preaching the word, by the appointment 
of God, was brought out of darkneſs into light ; wy 
renewed in the ſpirit of his mind; had Chriſt in hin, 
the hope of glory; was ſeparated by the Lord Jeſus to 
the work of the Miniſtry. They had a diſpenſation of 
the Goſpel committed to them; they were called of 
God to publiſh the glad tidings of Salvation; and ann: 
dreadful woe was pronounced againſt them, if they 
proved unfaithful in their work. 
Now, according to the doQtrines maintained in the 
articles and homilies of the Church, and the Ne our 
Teſtament, every public ſinner, or moral profeſſor 
who has not Chriſt in his heart, the hope of glory, n 
no right to preach in the Church, or adminiſter e N 
Sacraments. | 
Without being guilty of paſſing an uncharitabl 
judgment, is it not evident, that moſt of the Clergy i 
theſe lands, never renounced their fins, and tu emilie 
fincerely to God? Do not thoſe who are called nwWF'*") « 
men, ſit down to the card-table, attend balls and pub 
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- recreations, and live in ſtrict conformity to the world bo. pr 


If every Miniſter in the Church, declares to the Biſhog*" t 
he is inwardiy moved to his office by the Holy Gho 
when he receives ordination ; does he not enter up 
his work, with a lie on his right hand, if his lite 
immoral? You are conſcious the profpect of a gt 
living moved him to this work, and he was led to ſpe 
againſt his own conſcience, to accompliſh his en 
becauſe he could not enter into the Church as a Minill 
by any other door. When a man enters this way, 
fuch ſacred wo: x, can you expect he ſhould be ow! 
of God in his labours? Will he cry aloud and ſpare 
while his own {ins are manifeſt to all where he li 


Will he preach the doctrines of Chriſt, who is 
i 
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doctrines of the Church? Do not many Miniſten ner 
preach expreſsly in the pulpit, againſt what they han 
read in the deſk? When ever a Miniſter preaches y 
the dignity of human nature; ſhews how a man mz 
live according to the word of God, without being boy 
again; cries there is no harm in recreations, whichWnts, 
cannot be entered upon to the glory of God; does thi 
man preach the Goſpel of Chriſt ? When a Miniſt 
cries out againſt inſpiration; againſt knowing our fu con 
forgiven; and againſt chriſtian experience, calling the 
doctrines enthuſiaſm ; does he infiſt on the ſame truthWMſn i! 
he maintained in the reading deſk ? What is the reaſoiſo!e \ 
that a Miniſter one Sunday preaches, and ſtrongly en do 
forces the doctrines which are according to godlineſi [he 
and the next Sunday, preaches expreſsly againſt them Wl: !: 
Many Miniſters in a ſermon, contradict themſelves, Irin 
the face of their congregations. 

In the third place, is diſcipline kept up in the Chute 
and are the Sacraments duly adminiftered ? You kno t m 
many of you, to your inexpreſſible ſorrow, that ii be fa 
preſent Church, called the Church of England, is i co 
a City broken down, and without walls. em 

In moſt places, every perſon has free acceſs to Ihe 
Sacrament, without the leaſt interruption. A man mnber 
be drunk on a Saturday evening, and act the part of ge vc 
madman in the place where he lives; and though thaQminil 
Miniſter knows of it, he gives him, the next day, thiWcte 
Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, witho 
reproving him in the Icaſt for his conduct. All ſorgFane: 
of perſons are drawn to the table of the Lord, with ov 
any ſeparation being made when they come ther 
before the Sacrament is adminiſtered. | 

It is not poſlible to reconcile the conduct of a goo" th 
man, who preaches the whole council of God, when 
gives the Sacrament to men, that he knows are living Nes u 
groſs ſcandalous ſin. Would it not be more for the gl 
of God, for a miniſter of, this character to repulſe | 
ners in their approach to the table, and determinate] n 
refuſe to adminiſter to them? if he were expelled fr N v 
his place in the church, for acting uprightly, God wou 
take card to provide for him. If it be impoſſible to reco 


Cile the conduct of good men, in giving the „ 
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mers, who can reconcile, with the Bible and Prayer- 
ok, the conduQt of a Miniſter, who lives in open, 
bellion againſt God, giving the Sacrament to perſons 
imſelf? 
— compare the lives of Miniſters and communi- 
nts, with the doctrines of the church eſtabliſhed by 
„„ you will find they have no right to claim any part 
lot in her. She renounces in her doctrines, every 
converted Miniſter, and every perſon that has not 
und, or is not ſeeking with his whole heart, redemp- 
n in the blood of Jeſus. She diſclaims any right in 
ofe who call themſelves by her name, and daily oppoſe 
t doctrines. 
The perſons who are called the Church of England in 
eſe lands, are in general, living ſo contrary- to the 
cines of the church, that it is amazing, how any 
ron, who compares the lives of the people with the 
des and homilies, ſhould ſtand a moment in doubt to 


he ſaid to belong to the church, but ſuch as have their 
es conformed to her rules, where ſhall we go to find 
em ! : 

The church, according to her own explication, is a 
nber of faithful people aſſembled together, where the 
eword of God 1s preached, and the Sacraments duly 
uniſtered. Now are the people who aſſemble in the 
urches in England, faithful ſervants of God, fitting 
death the pure doQtrines of the goſpel; and having the 
anents duly adminiſtered to them? You know in 
ur own minds, it is quite the reverſe It is not the 
fer book, that makes us belong to the church, or 
ſeſing every thing that is held in it. It is not meet- 
zin the buildings which are called churches, and out- 
dy worſhipping God with ſuch as afſemble, that con- 
tes us true Church of England men. None are ſo in 


IriCtiſe, as the articles and homilies direct. 

number of ſerious perſons meet in a Methodiſt- 
el, where the pure word of God is preached, and 
acraments are duly adminiſtered, they are the true 


| by law, Wherever ſuch perſons aſſemble, 
whether 


hat maſter they belong. If none can truly and proper- 


lricteſt ſenſe of the word, but thoſe who believe, 


ach, according to the doctrines of the church eſtab- 


. © Mr Grey ſays in his firſt letter to Mr Cownley, u 


-are authoriſed ſally, both by God and man, to eng 


doing what Gd and his own conſcience called him 
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whether in a barn, or in the open air, and have eg 
thing according to the doctrines of the church, there 
the church of England, and there is the church of Chri 
Now it is not the church, according to the articles x 
homilies, we with in any ſenſe to ſeparate from; \h 
from a crowd of all forts of ſinners, who falſely a 
themſelves the church. nl 
If we think the people who are called the church 
England, are the true followers of Chriſt, and havet 
ure word of God preached among them, why do v 
build chapels, and have preaching among ourſelves! N 
can only reconcile our conduct in this, by ſuppoſing, 
many who call themſelves members of the eſtabliſh 
church, are enemies to God, and their own ſouls. ! 
ſeparate from ſinners who profeſ> to belong to the chu 
of England, or perſons in that community, who are 0 
nominal chriſtians, is not ſeparating from the chu 
maintained in the articles and homilies, but in 
ſtricteſt ſenſe of the word, eitabliſhing it. 
Our opponents ſuppoſe, that moſt ot the travelli 
preachers in our connection, are called of God 
preach the Goſpel of his Grace. 


«I in the ſmalleſt degree attempting to throw 
« obſtacle in your way, of publiſhing the glad tidings 
&« ſalvation, I ſhould certainly incur the diſpleaſure 
« and be juſtly charged with oppoſing, God.” N 
from the authority of the ſcriptures, and of the pr 
book, we believe.every man who is called of God 
preach the goſpel, is alſo called to do every part of 
work of the miniſtry : where there is none to take 
part of the work from him. We mean all who 
properly ordained by Mr Weſley, or any other perl 


in every ſervice the goſpel requires. 


If the heavy charges brought againſt Mr Cownley 


at the expreſs deſire of the people, 1s not laying an ob 
cle in his way of preaching the word of God, ws 
much miſtaken. And thoſe who have laid the obſte 
in his way, by their on confeſſion, “ incur the dilp 
© ſure of God, and are juſtly charged with oppoſing lu 


u 
In America and in Scotland, “ every Raw-Lad,” 
ho proſeſſes to have a call from God to preach the 
olpel, is not admitted to give the Sacraments. There 
e Llders in every circuit; men approved of God, 
id acceptable to the people. Theſe Baptize and Ad- 
niniſter the Lord's Supper. If the Methodiſts were. 
p ſeparate from the Church of England, in the ſenſe 
e contend for, they would become a part of the Church, 
xcording to the articles and homihes, And in what 
der denomination of chriſtians, the pure word of God 
; preached, and the Sacraments duly adminiſtered, 
ey are a part of the Church we contend for. If we were 
phavethe ſeparation we deſire immediately, every preacher 
ould not have power to adminiſter the Sacraments. 
The conference would ſend ſuitable men into every 
rcuit, properly ordained, to adminiſter the Sacra- 
ents, to ſuch perſons as defired them at their hands; 
d the other preachers would help in the Goſpel.” 
When young men, who are deeply ſerious, and up- 
ght in their conduct, offered themſelves to help in the 
olpel, they would be :eceived, firſt as local-preachers, 
{then go out four years on trial, as young men do 
dw, before they could be admitted into fuli connec=- 
on. If they were approved by their brethren, after 
eir years of trial were ended, and it was judged 
eſſary, they would be ordained, and ſent out as 
ders. Many of the preachers might remain ſeveral 
ars, before there might be a neceſſity to ordain them; 
d others might travel all their lives, with ſatisfaction 
themſelves and their brethren, without ever admini- 
ting the Sacraments. | 
Our opponents would ſain ettabliſh as an axiom in 
Mity, that an unconverted Miniſter, may corrupt 
word of God, dt cannot alter the Sacraments. 
cannot, it 1s true, aiter {- Bread and Wine, which 
geen to the communicants; bet he can render 
mlklt unüt for this work, by ſinning againſt God. 
e not the Sac ments corrupted, or the defign of 
u perverted, en they arc given by men who are 
id to do any part of the work of the Miniſtry; and 
en to perſons who have no right to reccive them? 
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inning againſt God, aud living without gadly ſorrow 


4 — — —„—t 


: - 2 - 
2 — _— — - 
—— — — p—— —— — 90-25 ma — 2 


of the preachers, who are properly ordained, ha 
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for ſin, Miniſters: and Communicants, may ſo far cot 
rupt the ſacred elements, as to eat and drink judgme 
to themſelves, not diſcerning the Lord's Body. | 
Many of our people read the Bible with Prayer, a 
now venture to compare our doctrines with the (cri 
tures of truth, By the light which ſhines upon they 
mind, they cannot ſuppoſe, that our conduct is juſtif 
ble before God, in receiving the Sacrament with ſinne 
when they might have it with our own people. Th 
begin to enquire, what is the reafon they cannot hay 
the Sacraments from their own preachers? In man 
places, they have intreated thoſe who watch over then 
in the Goſpel, to give them the ſacred ſymbols of th 
Body and Blood of the Lord Jeſus; that they 
properly ſhow forth his death, till he come. Sever 


vielded to the cries of the people, and given them Mu ar 
deſire of their heart. This light ſpreads. Many of f 
people cannot go with a good conſcience among line 
as they have done. It is not a ſcrupulous conſcience, 
many would perſuade us; but a conſcience enlightene 
by the word and ſpirit of God. They are reſolvedt 
follow this light, becauſe it comes from, and leads t 
God. The preachers and people who ſee things int 
light, are determined to plead for the rights of Men; f 
the rights of Britons; and the rights of Chriſtians. Th 
are reſolved to purſue their end, till it be accompliſhed 
We have many preachers, qualified in every thi 
but ordination, to give the Sacraments. When 
have received this, from the hands of thoſe that 
qualified to give it, they will then fill up the crc 
to which they are appointed, with great advantage 
themſcives, and the people. 

Our opponents declare, our call is to preach 
Goſpel of the Grace of God; to pluck ſinners as brat 
from the burning, and lead them to Chriſt; to di 
them how to believe, ſo as to find acceptance with b 
and then preſs them to holineſs and conformity to 

They admit, of our receiving into claſs and b 
thoſe who are awakened and converted by our preach 
We may preach to them publicly, and from hoult 
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touſe: we may take almoſt every ſtep the Bible directs, 
rithout giving them offence. Only one thing is neceſ- 
ry, to preſerve the good old plan, eſtabliſhed by Mr 
Ty elley; and that is, when the finner is awakened 
end converted to God, inſtead of his receiving the 
Ui crament, from the moſt holy preacher in our con- 
nen ection, he mult: go once a month, or once a quarter 
Ihe the Miniſter of the pariſh, to receive the Sacrament 
ban om him with his neighbours. If the Miniiter be ever 
man drunken and wicked himſelf, and the people come as 
thenWMear to him in fin, as it is poſſible for pariſhioners to 
ne to a Miniſter of this deſcription, the converted 
| u muſt go without © wrath or doubting,” to receive 
even rough the hands of this ordained man, a bleſſing to 
hu ſoul. If he ſeem backward to this part of his duty, 
m tl are to tell him, Mr Weſley and many of his preachers, 
of M owned for preaching ſound doctrine, have declared 
innen er and over, that the wickedneſs of the Miniſter, 
nce, Mes not hinder the bleſſing It is almoſt impoſſible to 
hteneWite ſeriouſly on this ſubject. Our opponents know 
ved Wat we ſay upon it is true; and what is worſe, they wiſh 
eads Wi make it appear, that our gracious Redeemer, calls us 
in tO act this inconſiſtent part. They ſuppoſe if the ſepara- 
len; Mn we plead for takes place, the greateit pillar in Metho- 
. Tn will ve removed, and the whole building fall to ruins. 
oli (hedmle wo had not been taught this doctrine, from the 
y that of our entering the Society, it would have been 
gen double, to have impoſed it upon us. 

that r Cownley, a man truly devoted to God; who has 
e circuiWichcd the Goſpel upwards, of fifty years; who has 
intage n properly ordained by Mr Weſley; who has been | 
ed of God, with many ſeals to his Miniſtry: this 
each WT" muſt refuſe the Sacrament to his own children, 
as bran he has begotten in the Goſpel, though they 
to diet him to give it to them with tears; this man, 
with , muſt ſend them from himſelf, to a drunken= 
ty to Me, who neither fears God, nor regards man {| 
and bie the Sacrament “ duly adminiſtered to them.“ 
preac\is be not an inſult on common ſenſe, letting reaſon 
+ hov\iiic Bible alone, we cannot tell what is. 

ere are ſeveral objections, againſt the ſeparation we 
nd for. Thoſe that appear the moſt weighty, ſhall 
„ now 


; and if ſome of our acquaintance, honoured 


_ tithes, or ſurplice-fees, to ſupport that character, wo 
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t 1 
now be conſidered. It is objected in the firſt place, tha 
this ſeparation would fill the preachers with pride and ſel 
importance. To wear a gown, a caflock and band, ani 
be called Rev. Sir, would be the way to ruin them, 

The preachers in Scotland and America, who are g 
dained, are a good deal under the neceſſity of wearin 
this apparel; but in England, this would not be required 134 
Many of the preachers would not on any account, ſub with 
mit to it. They look on it as the remains of popen ont 
and would ſtand at a vaſt diſtance from it. If any Me 
our preachers chooſe to grace the pulpit this wi obe. 
would there be any crime in it? We have only tweh 
pounds in the year, to find us with books and cloati the. 
Out of this ſum we are to give one guinea a year, to vH 
we call, the preachers-fund, to prevent our being thro 
on a pariſh, when we can travel no longer Our peo bro 
are not able, and if they were able, they are not willi bin t 
to raiſe our twelve, to twenty pounds in the year. If Wilh kno; 
are to purchaſe, out of our ſmall ſtipend, a gown, Wyht 
we ſhall fall ſhort in ſomething more neceſſary, to hi xching 
for ſocicty. We cannot ſuppoſe, we ſhould be lifted be of 
above meaſure, if our letters were directed, to the Moove 
Iramen 
Irobjed 
were 
edge 
ching 


It! 
to ! 


with that title on various occaſions. Our having 


be of little advantage. 

We apprchend every licenſed preacher, may 
that title given him, without breaking in upon the n fpara 
of the Clergy. When we have any particular ſermoWit; wi 
preach, and a collection to make, the printers arfnine, 
obliging, as to inform the public, that the Rev. Ml: tc, 
will preach a ſermon at the Methodiſt-Chapel, &c. lr, all 

It is objected in the ſecond place, that this aiby th 
paration, would break the plan of itinerancy: we Mit} 
become diſtinct congregations, as other Diſſenters W:{hli; 


But this is a great miſtake, Moft of our Cha Mr 
are immoveably fixed, on the itinerant plan. WilWinediar 
the houſ:s are not ſettled on that plan, our people woul; 
determined againſt fixing any preachers in them. Medion 


preachers themſelves are reſolved to continue this WW to ch 
In Scotland and America, the plan is continued e done, 
the ſame, as it was before they became a ſeparate p mea yy 


ay 3 


It is objected in the third place, if we do not break 
to ſeparate congregations, we ſhall “ dwindle into dull 
formality.” In an anſwer to a circular letter from Hull 
was obſerved, the three grand cauſes of our continu- 
ing as we are would remain, if we had the ſeparation 
we deſire. Our preachers would inſiſt on the ſame 
doctrines; they would exerciſe the ſame diſcipline 
with improvement. The plan of itinerancy would 
continue: thefe, and not our continuing in the church, 
re under God, the cauſe of our being different from 
other Diſſenters.“ 
lt is farther objected, we were called in the church, 
there we ought ſtrictly to abide. A 
May we not aſk, were you awakened and converte 
God, by the Miniſters of the Church? Were you 
| brought to ſeek the Lord, by hearing the Goſpel 
hin the walls of the Church? (Peapprehend moſt of 
know the contrary. You were firſt awakened and 
uzht to God by hearing the Methodiſts, in their 
xching-houſes, or in the open air. Whatever know- 
he of God you now are bleſſed with, you are led to 
nowledge, the Metnodiſt-preachers were the happy 
Iraments of bringing it to you. If you ſtrengthen 
objection, by obſerving, Me Weſley and the preach+ 
were members of the Church of England; we ac- 
wedge they were called fo; but how far their 
ching in licenſed houſes and other places, and forme 
ſeparate ſocieties againſt the laws of the church, 
its with being members of it, we leave you to 
amine. It is exceeding ſtrange, how men cat de- 
© they were called in the Church, when they are 
ed, all the vital religion they experience, was firſt 
uby them, in our preaching-houſes. 
ikth objection informs us, we ſhould loſe many of 
llabliihed friends by it. They are ſo prejudiced in fa- 
of Mr Weſley and the Church, that they would leave 
inediately, on our having the privileges we plead for. 
it would they have any Jost cauſe of renouncing the 
ection on this account? If we were to forbid them 
; to church, and receiving the ſacrament as they 
done, they would then have cauſe to complain; 
cen we do not lay the leaſt conſtraint upon them, 
| B 3 nor 


judices are in a great meaſure removed. They ſee to the 


right or wrong, many of the Clergy are not in the nu 


( 18 ) 


nor wiſh to prevent their ſerving God as they have done 
from the beginning, how can we be the cauſe of their 
leaving us? We give them the ſame liberty they ere 
had, but this will not fatisfy them, unleſs we conſtrain 
others to do as they do. This is ſo contrary to the liber 
of conſcience which is manifeſt in England, as to be. 
come matter of aſtoniſhment to thoſe who venture tg 
think for themſelves. If the preachers were to uſe that 
prudence which God has given them, very few woll 
leave us in many places. And if ſeveral who have been 
troublers of our Iſrael for many years were to do it, we 
cannot ſee what loſs the Society would ſuſtain by their 
ahſence If any left us through want of better informa 
tion, they would find themſelves like Noah's dove; thi 
would have no reſt to their foul, 'till they came back i 
their brethren. 

It is objected farther, this ſeparation would great 
injure our congregations. 'This remains to be proved 
In the places where the people are ſeparate in the ſen; 
we contend for, the congregations are as good, or bettel 
than they formerly were. In moſt of the large town 
where we preach, the people have heard us. Their p 


unſpeakable ſorrow, the lives of many who are teach 
in the eſtabliſhed Church; and know whether we 


row way that leads to everlaſting life. There is no f 
of perſons hearing the Goſpel in theſe nations, when iti 
preached in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity. 

- 'The objections we have conſidered above, are the mo 
weighty in the ſcale of our opponents. 

If che candid reader will examine our reply to them, 
will be prevented from having his judgment brought on 
to the appearance of truth. We ſhall now advance at 
zcguments, in ſupportof the ſeparation we wiſh toeſtablil 
- We are now in the eye of the law Difſenters, V 
are licenſed to preach, and our chapels are proteli 
by the Acts of Parliament, which tolerate Diſſent ; 
All our preaching, and the meetings we hold, are exp 
againſt the laws of the Church. We have no where! 
fy to in times of perſecution, but to the acts which ſecs 
Diſſenters. We may callourſelves by what name we pk 
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bis will not alter our ſituation. Every perfory who is ac- 
nainted with the laws of our country, knows, that all 
ur meetings might eaſily be quaſhed, unleſs. we fly to 
heonly ſource of relief; i. e. profeſs ourſelves Diſſenters, 


done 
their 
7 ever 
ftran 


iber ſod take the oaths accordingly. - | 
to be- It is neceſſary to eſtabliſh the ſeparation we plead for, 
ure u bring that order into our connection, which is mani- 
ſe tal in the eſtabliſhed Church, and among other Diſſen- 


would 


e been 


6. Do the Miniſters of the eſtabliſhment, ſend their 
,mmunicants among the Diſſenters, for the Sacrament 


it, ve the body and blood of the Lord Jeſus? Or do Diſſen- 
y theirWers of any denomination, (ourſelves excepted) require 
formic members to communicate in the Church? If you 
ez theyſarch Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, from the days of the Apoſ- 


back es, you cannot find a people diſtinguiſhed as we are, 
ho have acted as we do. If there was ever any thing that 
greatlfWhoked like our conduct, it was of neceſſity, not of choice. 
provel i We are the firſt that were ever known to ſteer be- 
he ſenlWrcen the different ſects and parties, without being a 
or betteMWhitint people profeſſedly: when we are in the ſight of 
e townie world, as diſtinct as any other people in the nation. 
heir pw e have now loſt our great pilot, and have none in the 
e to thenWnneftion, who can take the helm, and ſteer as he has 
teacherſhne. We are, our of neceſſity, driven to the partial 
r we aration we plead for 5 
the n There are thouſands in our connection, who never 
is no caWceive the Sacrament any where. There are many in 
when itry large town where we preach, that are not con- 

Hed with, who hear us preach, and would be glad 
> the moi join with us in that ſacred ordinance. It is in vain to 


ve to perſuade them to go to their pariſh churches. 


them, Mey tell you pointedly, they cannot do it with a good 

zught offſcience in the fight of God. If you compel them 

ance a il it, they leave the connection, and turn Diſſenters. 

ocſtablidv we muit ſuffer thouſands to live in our Societies, 

ters. : the neglect of a duty, whieh we think is binding; 
rotedꝭe 


ve mult drive them from the connection, among the 

enters, or take the method we plead ſor: Let them 

are expreſſſhe the Sacrament from their own preachers. 

o where The preachers in our connection, are much reſtrain- 

ich ſec from preaching up the advantages, and neceſlity of 
we plea acrament of the Lord's Supper, in the ſituation we 


Diſſent 


n 
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Lord, in the preſence of his people. The Corinth 


. 


now are in. If we preach up this ordinance with zeal 
and infiſt on our people partaking in it, we muſt either 
give them it ourſelves, or induce them to leave us, [{ 
it be neceſſary to preach this doctrine, it is neceſſary i 
appoint men among us, to adminiſter it to the people, 

It appears that our being cloſely united to the eſtz 
bliſhed Church, is founded on reaſons not juſtifiable 
from the ſcriptures. It is more honourable to attend 
ſervice at the Church, than to worſhip among the 
Diſſenters. It takes away a good deal of the ſcandi 
of the croſs. It may be advantageous to our bufinek 
in the world. It may bring us to fill up places in the 
nation, which may be greatly helpful to our families 
that we could not occupy, were we Diſſenters of anf 
denomination. Our being connected ſo cloſely with the 
Church, cannot be looked on in any other light, thang 
ſpecious trimming, between God and the world. We 
never met with any arguments, for our continuin 
cloſely united with the Church, but what are politica 
or in other words, carnal, and fold under fin. 

By the ſeparation we contend for, we ſhould ga 
many to our Societies; who leave our preaching alte 
they are awakened by it, and go among the Diſſenten 
Many that are now halting between two, would ſee at 
order and ſtedfaſtneſs in the truth, and ſoon cry outh 
holy rapture, this people fhall be my people, and tha 
God ſhall be my God. Having all things decently a 
in order among us, we ſhould be exceeding happy 0 
ſelves, and be a proverb of love among our neighbours 

We ſhould conform to the examples given as ml 
ſcriptures. Our Lord only gave the bread and the 
to his own diſciples. 

Judas was not known to be a traitor at that tit 
When his fin was manifeſt, he had no more place 
the Diſciples. The believers in the Acts of the Apoli 
are ſaid to have all things common with them. 1 
broke bread from houſe to houſe, in fingleneſs of lia 
No ſinners were permitted to have f:llowſhip with thi 
When Anamias and Sapphira, agreed to lie againl | 
Holy Ghoſt, they were ſtruck dead by the hand of! 


had admitted diſorder, in adminiſtering the Sacrame 


1 
he Apoſtle reproves them ſharply for it. He bids 
em purge out the corruption which had crept in among 


gem; and directs them how to act in future, to glorify ' 
od, both in the church and in the world. ; 


ary 10 

wie, Wl Theſe examples have been copied by chriſtians in ſuc- 
| eſta eding ages. If we follow them, we ſhall find it much 
fable our preſent, and final advantage. 

Aten There are many paſſages in the word of God, which 
g thefWoreſly require this at our hands. We are charged 
canal to have any fellowſhip with the unfruitful works of 
ulinehrkneſs, but rather reprove them. We are charged 
in tet to bid God ſpeed to thoſe, who do not preach and 


e the doctrine of the Father and the Son. We are 
thid to eat with a man who is called a brother, who is 
fornicator, &c. in private, and by parity of reaſon, 


miliesg 
of anf 


4th the 


than Wt to eat with him at the Lord's Supper. 
| Wi There are three texts that appear exceeding expreſs - 
tinumf on this ſubject, which we earneſtly intreat our read- 


s to ponder in their hearts; and not gloſs them over, 


oliticd 
they are frequently done, with ſuch comments, as 


ald gui ⸗bſurd to every one, who properly attends to the 
I. & of the ſcriptures—1 Cor. xi chap. from the 28 
enten r. to the end. 2 Cor. vi. chap. from the 14 ver. to 
| ſee aue end. 2 Tim. iii. chap. the firſt five verſes. If the 


ter of theſe paſſages has any meaning, we cannot be 


y out ter or 

10 cee tined in communicating with finners; and refuſing to 
-ntly e the Sacrament to thoſe, who requeſt it at our hands. 
ppy 0 the word that ſhall judge us at the laſt day, ought to 


ve weight on our minds, theſe paſſages, we have juſt 
med, ſhould be reduced into practice, as ſoon as poſſible. 
We ſhall, in the laſt place, give you two (out of a 
litude of) paſſages, from the writings of Mr Weſley: 
th of them written a little before his death. After 
lace will bad taken notice of there being ſcarce twenty com- 
ucants at the Lord's Table, at Epworth, in Lincoln-. 
re; half of whom came on on his account, he aſks, 
What can be done to remedy this ſore evil? I fain 
vith the would prevent the Members here from leaving the 
Church, But IT cannot do it. As Mr G. is not a 
ind of ious man, but rather an enemy to piety, who fre- 
»orinthig ently preaches againſt the truth, and thoſe that 
Sacra wid. and love it. I cannot, with all my influence, 
« perſuade - 


hbours 
us m ti 


| the 
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our own ſentiments? This liberty, by the paſſage i 


(8 


ce perſuade them either to hear him, or attend the 8 
« crament adminiſtered by him. If I cannot carry th 
tc point while I live, whocan do it when I die? And u 
ce caſe of Epworth is the caſe of every Church, whey 
© the Miniſter neither loves nor preaches the Coſy 
c The Methodiſts will not attend his Miniſtrations 
What then is to be done?“ - Laſt Journal, page 119th, 
The following is an extract from“ Farther thong 
on a ſeparation from the Church.” * The grand 
« gument (which in ſome particular caſes muſt be x 
% knowledged to have weight) was this: The Minit 
“ of the pariſh where we- dwell, neither lives n 
& preaches the Goſpel. He walks in the way to 
cc himſelf, and teaches his flock to do the ſame. 
% you adviſe the Methodiſts to attend his preaching 
& I cannot adviſe them to it. What can they do on tt 
& Lord's-day, ſuppoſe no other Church be near? [ 
cc you adviſe them to go to a Diſſenting Meeting? ( 
c to meet in our Preaching-houſe ? Where this 1 
& really the caſe, I cannot blame them if they do. 
cc though therefore, I earneſtly oppoſe a general ſepa 
ce tion of the Methodiſts from the Church, yet I can 
& condemn ſuch a partial ſ-paration. I believe to ſe 
cc rate thus far from theſe miſerable wretches, who are 
&« ſcandal t our Church and nation, would be for tl 
& honour of the Church, as well as the Glory of God 
Arminian Magazine for April 1790. 
The laſt paſſage was publiſhed about eleven mont 
before his death. What Mr Weſley maintains here, 
all the ſeparation we deſire. Where the Miniſter neitie 
preaches nor lives the Goſpel, we have authority fra 
him, to ſeparate in the ſenſe we contend for. A mi 
cannot preach and live the Goſpel, unleſs he bet 
converted to God himſelf, Every Miniſter who neitit 
preaches nor lives the Goſpel, we may leave with A 
Weſley's approbation. If there be but few, who preis 
and live the Goſpel, we are only required by him, 
attend the Miniſtrations of men of this character. 
this be admitted, ſhall we not have authority from # 
Weſley, to have preaching and ſacraments, according 


have now been conſidering, is granted to moſt of - 
friends in England and Ireland. 
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e ſhall conclude this pamphlet, with a few remarks, 


d the Mn we beg the reader to conſider * | 
carry ti is probable there are few national H nes, in the 
And , which are more pure in ther doe, than the 
h, wh ch of England. It is mot top 7 a nation» 
Coſſelnurch, to be free framei Where the 
ſtratio is conſidered as the head, e be pious, or 
e Lig o immor-!, and ine Parlia ne have power to make 
though es of r and impoſe them on the Miniſters and 
grand le; con it be expected, that a Church thus eſtabliſſ- 
it de cu be che true Church of Chriſt? Archbithops, 


Mini c 210 not choſe by the people, but are placed in 
lives e difron! stations in the Church, by the civil powers. 
y to H esc intinite cauſe to bleſs God for the liberty we 


Ne. enjoy. When the time comes, that the conventicle, 
reaching and corporation acts are repealed, cvery Diſſenter 
do on then have all the liberty he dehres. Our ſituation is 
ear? M oous now, and will be more ſo, when that period 
ng! menceth. We can never praiſe God ſufficiently, for 
e this advantages which are granted to us. Let us never 


tet to pray for the welfare of our gracious Sovereign, 
all the royal family; for every member of both the 
es of Parliament; and all who are in authority, either 
hurchor State. And let us conſtantly enquire what ſhall 
who under to the Lord for all his benefits conferedon me. 
country places where the people have no preaching 
of God undays, it might be well to adviſe them, regularly 
| 1790. rend the ſervice of the Church; if they cannot hear 
1 monte own preachers in the neighbourhood. When we 
here, not worthip publicly as we would, it may be well to 
er nei on God in the beſt manner we can. Our friends in 
rity frat a ſituation, might have the Sacrament from the 
A nar appointed by conference, if they were perſuaded, 


be t ould be moſt for the glory of God. 

0 nett f they chooſe to continue to communicate in the 
with Merch, no perſon among us, would dare · to impoſe the 
10 pred rament on them. 


him, 
Cer. 
from 
ording 
age ! 
t of 


We 


Whoever wiſhes to ſee this ſubje@ more fully treated, let them read 
* of a Diſſenting Miniſter, to the Rev. Mr White. It is im- 
wie to read theſe letters with an unprejudiced mind, without feeling 


force of his arguments, 'Th 
ments, ey are wertly to be read, by every 
on who wiſhes to think for himſelf, 25 
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We do not ſuppoſe, all who attend ſervice - 
Church, and receive the Sacrament, Contrary ty 
we think the Bible requires, abſolutely fin againſt 
what they do. They have been taught for man 
the lawfulneſs and expediency of receiving the 
ment in the Church. They go on in the ſtrengtq, 
doctrine they have received, without examining 
the word of God. | N 

WWe believe they are miſtaken in their zeal fo 
Church, but are not ſo uncharitable as to ſuppoſe, 
will be damned on that account. From the lizh 
have, we cannot go as they do; but we dare not 
them to Hell, becauſe they are not of our oi 

Uur opponents are miſtaken, when they ſuppe 
want to draw them into our connection, on t 
that are ſtrictly ſinful; and wiſh to bring vengea 
their heads by this means. We cannot ſee as the 
nor can they view things in the light we do. Ifo 
tentions are pure, and we are jointly engaged in ſe 
the good and the right way ; we ſhall be led aright 
find reſt to our ſouls. We might live exceeding pea 
together, if we could hold the unity of the 5piriti 
bond of perfectneſs. We offer our brethren, wht 
from us, the right hand of fellowſhip, on hono 
terms; if they will not unite with us, becauſe we c 
in conſcience do as they world have us, we mult 
parate of neceſſity, not of choice. 

To conclude. If any perſon ſtands forth to 1 
what we have written, entering fairly into the me 
the diſpute; and by arguments from reaſon and {cr 
maintains the oppolite ſide, we ſhall let what they ad 
have a proper weight on our minds: and ſhoule 
thing they bring forward require an anſwer, we 
not be b.ckward to ſtand forth to the help of our 

But if any perſon anſwers what we maintain, by 
of reproach, inſtead of arguments founded in 
and in the word of God, we ſhall not reply to th 
proaches, but endeavour to bear them with patie! 

We have given our ſentiments in this pam 
and mall now leave our cauſe in the hands « 
maſter and God; humbly intreating his bleſl 
ourſelves, and all who love the Lord Jeſus in ſinct 


" > / vi dl 6. 


